
 

HOLIDAY GREETING 

 

On behalf of the Chief Officers Association Executive Board and Staff we want to wish all 
our members active and retired, Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
As 2015 comes to a close and we say good bye to our retiring members with a special note 
of congratulations to Deputy Chief Mario Rueda who will retire with just short of 36 years of 
service.  Chief Rueda’s devotion to duty will be remembered long after his retirement.  Best 
wishes to you Chief as you begin another chapter in your professional career as the Tri 
cities Fire Chief.  To our recent retirees we wish all of you long and healthy retirements. 
 
The Association also gives our congratulation to our newly promoted chief officers; welcome 
aboard!  I think most would agree you are beginning your tenure as chief officers at an 
extremely challenging time in our Department’s history.  We also say thanks and farewell to 
COA Board members who did not seek re-election and welcome new board members 
Kristin Crowley, Trevor Richmond and Robert Nelson along with re-elected V.P. Rick 
Combs.   
 
As an organization we accomplished many good things this year, negotiating a new M.O.U. 
including pay and benefits increases, and a new first of its kind Training Fund that our 
members can use for personal development in executive education. 
 
Every year at this time we pause and reflect on what is important in our lives.  Our faith, 
family and friends, and the blessing of working in a career that most of us dreamed of.  We 
also think about those members who we have lost during this past year both active and 
retired.  This holiday season will be especially difficult on their families and we ask that you 
include them in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
May all of you and your families have a holiday filled with the peace, love and joy that the 
Christmas season brings and a safe, healthy and happy New Year!  
 
Yours in service, 
 
Andy 
 


